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STATL. OF OO

August 3, 2010

[Ton, et L, Devan Walsh

Simrail County Prosceuting Atlomey
53 Univaesily Avenus

Adaonr, OTEAA308-1680

Rer Dougl Prade
i tene Dresceutor Bevan Walsh:

As you may be aware, attorneys {or Mr. Douglas Prade have sought post-conviction
DNA Lesting of evidenco rolating to My, Prade’s conviction of murder on September 23, 1998,
They v alao contaeted our offices reparding their request for such testing,

We write loday beeause we believe that when DNA testing has the genuine and real
potontial (o clagify the puilt, incoccsee or identity of a person suspecied or convieled ol a erime,
s ficant o forts should be mnde to accomplish that testing. Like you, we seek finality - our
hest codainty that the guilty are convicted and the innoceat are st free - as a paramount goal off
our erinninal justice gystenn

Wiite we undsstand that M, Prade was lawlully convicted, the information that was
proviled To us anad which we have reviewed in conneclion with this request suggests that newly
availalsle INA testing leehnology, which was not available at the time of trial, may add greater
eorlainty o the facts underdying this conviclion. We also believe that the use ol current DNA
techinolosy e help inerense public confidence in the results obtainod by our criminal justice
Systutn

Thig raqoest is in naway ineant o suggest that you have any lepal obligation to make the .
reipiested evidenee available for lesting - (hat’s a question for the courts. Ours is a request for
yotr 1o sxorelse the discretion al yon have (o assist in voluntarily making such evidence
avuitable for testing as a matier of public policy and to Turther utilize the advances in DNA
feeling lechnology.

dr. Pride’s altoracys have made this request as poarl of a larger review of 313 cases in
which w Oliio inmate’s application for post-conviction DNA testing was denied prior to January
208, 1 30 of Hiese 313 cases, Mr, Prade’s altorneys and their colleagues contended that the
enntinnad pursait o Mesting was merited. Testing has since been granted in 18 of those 30 cascs
cither hraugh court erder ar agroement of e county prosecutor,
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T this pavticulag ease, attorneys for Mr. Prade seele fosting of Dr. Prade’s lab coat,
Buttaie from the Tgh coat, swabs from bite marks left on the vietin)’s arm, Dr. Prade’s fingemail
clippings, ond a tennis bracetet, Ttis onr understanding that these fteis were tested at the time of
il but that new DNA Leehnalegy exists which allows for furlher analysis of the DNA profile, It
appears from our veview of the litfgation surrounding Mr. Prade’s case that the Ohio Supreme
Cosnt delimined that o prior ])]\A iest is not definitive if a new DNA testing method would
deteet laforuation thit lln, prior DNA test could not.

We umluestand that this evidener stifl exists and can be tesled. [ your oflice does not
heve sl custedy of this evidence, we ask that you ploase help identify the Tocal or county
ofticial whe does passess the evidenee and work with them to make 1t available, Tlie Attomey
{lenernls oftive will assist (he custedian with all efforts neeessary to [acilifate the requested
teshing, inetading, liasporling the evidenee with a proper chain of cuslody through the Ohio
Bigan of Criminal [dentfication aad [nvestipation. This will be accomplished at no cost to
your cowtly, the Stale or Olio taxpayers as Mr. Prade’s attorneys have arranged for the evidence
fo be lested Free of cliarge ar DNA Disgnosiics Lab in Fairfield.

We lnve emendous respect and gratitude for the work that you and your collcagues do
cach day to keep Ohio's conumunities sale by pulling eniminals behind bars. Recent advanees in
LINA testing feehnology provide Lew cnforeemant an addiiional tool {o solve crimes and achicve
propler codainty in our erlminal jusiice system, We understand that forensie evidence may not
o avatlabile in overy case, and even in cages where it 1s available may not be dispositive. Tt is
atr nederstanding {he evidenee which festing is being requested of may in fact be disposifive,
W nake this reguest of you only o promote, as best and fairly as wo can, confidence and
coslaindy it 1lie administralion of justice,

Thank yoo very mueh [or your atlenlion to this matter. Please contaet Kent Markus,
Cowmrndar 10 the Governor al 014-728-7355, or Chris Glaros, Wirst Assistant Attorncy General ot
G1:4-728-23 18, showld you lave ey questions, noed additionnl information, and to make
prvangements for the testing. And, as ahways, please do not hesitate 1o contact cither of us if we
ey Over e ol gasislange [0 youn

Sincerely,
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Ted Hlnc!\'kuu_i Richard Cordray
Governor Allomey General
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